Awards
The Henry Hill Hickman Medal has been awarded to Dr C Langton Hewer. The Ophthalmology Fund Prize has been awarded to Dr The dietitian's lot is not an easy one. Hers is the serious responsibility of translating the doctor's general instruction into meticulous detail in a language and a form inteligible and acceptable to an ordinary mother. This would have been hard enough in home-made days, but the food industry has revolutionized the larder in the interests of variety, keeping quality and labour saving. When cceliac disease was common and its cause unknown, a high protein low fat diet was easy to prescribe although not so easy to eat for the poor patient condemned to years of treatment. Turn to page 32 and read the list of forty kinds of ice-cream, all gluten free and so available to this patient today. This gives some measure of the complexity of the modern dietitian's task. And it has to be rememberedc that no law binds the manufacturer to conformity, with the result, for example, in galactosemia diets, that something safe today may be dangerous. tomorrow. The experience and the labour that have gone into the making of this book call for congratulations to Mrs Dixon and her advisers. This information, so nicely and so clearly set out, is needed by everyone concerned with the feeding: of sick children. The first edition of this admirable book was; published in 1963 and the appearance of a second edition after so short an interval is a clear indica-tion of its usefulness and popularity. Its prime purpose is to provide clinicians, especially those in the earlier stages of postgraduate training, with a readable and comprehensive appreciation of general pathology. Drs Walter and Israel have been most successful in accomplishing their task.
The pattern of the new edition is essentially similar to the first but a considerable number of -changes have been made. For example, a good chapter on respiratory failure and a section on hypothermia have been introduced and the chapters on the immune response, the graft reaction and certain other subjects have been improved and fresh material added. Although sensible modification in lay-out, such as reorientation of photographs and reduction in size of needlessly large diagrams, has saved some space, the additions have inevitably increased the total size and cost.
The general balance of the subject matter is well maintained and there is a refreshing frankness in admitting gaps in our knowledge about many fundamental issues. In a book of such broad scope the amount of information on special topics will not be sufficient for all postgraduate readers. For instance, while the eighty to ninety pages devoted to hematology and blood transfusion provide a useful outline, those needing fairly extensive appreciation of blood disorders will have to supplement their knowledge by reading elsewhere.
B M HERBERTSON
Pathology for the Physician by William Boyd 7th ed pp 1022 illustrated £6 18s London: Henry Kimpton 1965 'Pathology for the Physician' is well known to many generations of doctors as a work which combines pathology with scholarship. The new edition maintains this tradition and abounds with quotations and aphorisms, most of which serve to illuminate the topic under discussion. Clifford Allbutt is a favourite source for Professor Boyd.
In spite of this leisurely approach, the new edition can seldom be faulted with regard to the inclusion of up-to-date material. Detailed and critical discussions ofdisputed causes and mechanisms abound, as in the section on atherosclerosis. The author has incorporated the results of electron microscopy, immunology and experimental pathology to good effect and the coverage of most systems seems good enough for a reference book, short of proceeding to the learned journals.
Even the retention of the occasional non sequitur is not really ground for complaint, since it helps the book to retain its special flavour. Nevertheless it is somewhat unusual of the author to give an account of the thymus in immunology without mentioning the work of Miller, since Professor Boyd is generally meticulous in giving credit to non-American workers. The illustrations are plentiful and mostly good, although in the review copy at least one of the colour plates was reproduced very poorly. The value of this useful book is enhanced by a fairly comprehensive index. W G SPECTOR Lung Cancer: Surgery and Survival by John Borrie pp ix + 202 illustrated $9.95 New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts 1965 The material on which this work is based is 200 surgical resections for carcinoma of the bronchus, carried out between 1941 and 1950 though the majority of the work was done in the last two years of this period. Illustrations from the author's subsequent experiences are also used.
It is basically the story of carcinoma of the lung at a time when the disease can be resected and 100% follow up on cases has been obtained. The estimate that one-third of the cases may be treated surgically is probably optimistic. The type of surgery at present carried out is probably the same as that under review but the radiotherapeutic techniques used are likely to be different and most surgeons at present would regard a rate for thoracotomy only of more than 50% as indicating unsatisfactory assessment. Very detailed analysis of the histopathological patterns and type of spread is given.
The volume is extremely well documented with sketches to indicate the salient points and the statistics emerging are broadly in agreement with other series. This is a most interesting and meticulous survey, all aspects of the disease being very well covered and there is a fully detailed bibliography to each chapter. It is a book to be strongly recommended, not only to those who are closely involved with the subject but to anyone who has the health of the community at heart.
IAN M HILL
General Practice Young Fabian Pamphlet 9 pp 28 3s London: Fabian Society 1965 This pamphlet, written by two medical practitioners and a psychologist, reviews the present conditions of general practice in this country and considers methods of reform. The good and bad points of practice from both patients' and profession's standpoints are assessed. While the authors consider that in many respects it falls far short of full efficiency, they think that the worldwide demand for this type of medical care, which is still most strongly entrenched in Britain, make it worth while trying to develop the service.
